
By Sue Shidaker 

Westport did itself proud when Evening Magazine announced the winners in the 
“Best Northwest Escapes” 2012 contest.  Known for a variety of special features, the 

community was affirmed as “special” in several areas when the votes were counted.  

Most notable to the Historical Society, voters statewide chose our very own Grays 
Harbor Lighthouse as the “Best Lighthouse,” from among 25 nominated lighthouses 

along the Pacific Northwest coast and San Juan Islands.  

In addition to the lighthouse, Evening Magazine also awarded four other “bests” to 
the community of Westport.  Since fishing is at the heart of Westport’s activity and harbor 
life, it was not surprising to have a local charter company, Westport Charters, voted “Best 
Fishing Charter” in the contest.  Likewise, surfers’ love of the Westport waves brought 

another award being named “Best Surfing Destination.” 

A special feature of any trip to the coast, the Westport Winery was voted the 2012 
winner of the Best Wine Tour award.  The winery is noted for its 
tours, dining options, a gift shop, and good wines, as well as for its 
practice of supporting the community efforts by donating a portion 
of the proceeds of each variety of wine to a selected community or-
ganization.  Sales from the winery’s “Lighthouse White” wine bene-

fit the lighthouse restoration efforts. 

Finally, Vacations by the Sea, also a supporter of the Historical 
Society, was named “Best Hotel” from among a field of over 45 

other properties throughout the state.  

You can view all the winners of the Best NW Escapes and read 
what voters said about our lighthouse at the contest website: nwes-

capes.king5.com. 
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Grays Harbor Lighthouse named Pacific NW “BEST 
LIGHTHOUSE” by KING 5’s Evening Magazine! 
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Find us on Facebook! 
If you’re on Facebook, be sure to become a “fan” of our pages.  Search for the 

“Westport Maritime Museum” and “Run 4 the Light,” and hit “like” to stay current on all 

of our events, see up-to-date photos from Randy and our volunteers, and read what others 

are saying about our museum and lighthouse. 

You can also help to spread the word by clicking “share” to post our page to your 

own wall and encourage others to “like” us as well.  The more fans we have on Facebook, 

the farther our information spreads through the internet! 

If you’re not on Facebook yet, go to www.facebook.com and sign up.  It’s free and 

easy! 

 

 

 

Grant Goodeve of NW 
Backroads filming from the 
lighthouse in May 2011. 



 Musing of a new volunteer, by Jeff Pence, Volunteer 

 From the Executive Director, by Randy Beerbower  
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As the executive director, I am often the first to arrive at events and the last to leave, and that 
is to be expected. My level of commitment is high, as is my desire to do the most possible 
with our limited resources. Nevertheless, the most valuable commodity we have is the many 
volunteers who have a strong commitment and passion to see our organization flourish. For 
those individuals, I am committed to develop operational procedures and programs that will 

make volunteering here fun for all and provide our organization with long-term stability. It takes many com-
mitted individuals attaining personal and organizational goals to make us all we can be.   
   Last spring I received a call from a prospective volunteer who stated after her husband’s approaching re-
tirement they would be moving to their beach home in Grayland, where they had vacationed for the past 12 
years. As usual, I entered her contact information into our database so that she would get all of our volunteer 
notices and copies of the FogHorn. However, our busy summer season came and went, and I didn’t hear 
from this prospective volunteer.   
   After October, when things started to slow down again, I initiated our first “Watchstander Breakfast,” so 
the volunteers that work on the front-lines at the museum and lighthouse could share their experiences and 
we could discuss options and solutions to refine and improve our programs and procedures. At our Decem-
ber meeting, I finally got a chance to meet in person the prospective volunteer who had called me so many 
months earlier. Her name is Bobbi Willard.   
   From the beginning, Bobbi took on a leadership roll with the volunteer efforts. I had created a “new” vol-
unteer position at the museum called “Office Support Staff.” Since July of 2011, I had been the only em-
ployee of the Society, and help was needed with the tremendous amount of effort that goes into daily man-
agement of the office. Up to that point Ina Rowley had taken on the lion’s share of bookkeeping and filing, 
but we needed more help for our long-term success.  Bobbi stepped up to coordinate the effort. With years 
of experience facilitating the interactions of an office, working for UW Physicians, it was a natural transition 
for her. As of March 1st, she has taken on the roll of “Operations Manager,” a part-time paid position, and 
she started recruiting and training volunteers to work at the museum and lighthouse. That is no easy task, 
since it takes a minimum of two volunteers at both venues working six hours a day, seven days a week. It 
has been refreshing to find someone like Bobbi with such a strong commitment to doing the job at hand. I 
need to let you in on a little secret too: with true volunteer enthusiasm, Bobbi gives our Society much more 
time than the “part-time” we pay her for. Between us we have been able to completely fill our summer 
schedule with those two primary individuals to keep both venues open, and you will have to believe me 
when I say that was a real undertaking and true team effort. As I worked to find these people, Bobbi sched-
uled and trained them.   
   For those of you not on the schedule…not all is grim. We have new positions and shifts open: “Early 
Morning, Mid-Day Relief, and Evening.” These shifts will be from two to three hours in length and will be 
more “support based” by helping to cover for breaks and extend our hours of operation during July, August, 
and September, which  are traditionally our busiest months. So all of you Society Supporters out there, be 
prepared to commit when Bobbi has you on the other end of the phone line! 
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 Thanks to all the staff 
and volunteers who 
make the operations 
of the Museum and 
the Lighthouse possi-
ble. We look forward 
to seeing you at one 
of our future events! 

 

My wife, Marianne, and I recently volunteered to serve as docents at the Westport Lighthouse, 
a.k.a. Grays Harbor Light Station. More correctly, Marianne first volunteered by responding to 
a request for volunteers posted a while back in the South Beach Bulletin. I went along with 
her to the orientation at the lighthouse presented by Bobbi Willard and was so impressed with 

the tour and program that I offered on the spot to volunteer as well. I grew up along the shores of Lake 
Michigan and am familiar with many of the lighthouses on the Great Lakes, particularly the one at Luding-
ton, Michigan, where our family maintained a home for many years. As a young child growing up back 
there, I always enjoyed watching the ore boats headed to the steel mills of Gary and Chicago. Consequently, 
I have a great love for all things maritime, which is part of the reason we now are permanent residents of 
Westport. 
   Marianne and I retired here two years ago from the Tacoma School District, where I served on the legal 
staff as claims manager and Marianne served as a teacher’s aide in special education. We had been visiting 
Westport for many years and purchased our first home in Westport in 2005. Soon realizing that Westport 
was going to be the “last best place” for us, we sold that house in 2007 and purchased our current residence. 
We could not be happier. 
   Serving as volunteers allows us to give something back to the community we enjoy and love so much by 
helping to support one of Westport’s great historical treasures. Since volunteering, we have joined the His-
torical Society and have purchased lighthouse license plates for our primary vehicle. At the lighthouse, we 
think we make a pretty good team with Marianne utilizing her previous 30-plus years experience managing a 
specialty ski and bike shop by greeting guests, taking in the tour fees and donations; and otherwise doing the 
necessary paperwork. As a typical lawyer and former teacher, I like to talk, so I take the guests up the 135 
stairs and reveal the  history of the lighthouse and how it functioned in the past. In addition, as a maritime 
and local history enthusiast, I have already promised Randy that I would provide articles of local historical 
interest for forthcoming issues of the Fog Horn.  Stay tuned. 
 
 

 



Jack Stewart and one of our new 
“Open” flags. 
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By Sam Elwonger, WSBHS President 

The Old Fashioned 4th of July is coming up quickly, and members and friends are needed to step 
up to the plate to help out.  Run 4 the Light follows on the heels of the 4th of July, coming up in 
August, and help is needed there too.  The busy season is upon us.  Lighthouse Watchstanders are 
always in demand.  Please make the time to join in our summer activities.  Call Bobbi at the mu-

seum, 268-0078 to match a volunteer assignment to your interests. 

Here are some July 4th events you can help out with:  

• Sam Elwonger needs volunteers to set up and attend to the kids games, including a croquet tour-

nament.   

• Steve Irving is looking for community talent show performers and musicians for entertainment. 

• Peggy Coverdale is stocking up the tables and shelves of the silent auction, quality items are 

needed. 

• Dorothy Atkins is running the coffee shop and needs portioned baked goodies donated. 

• The cake walk needs cakes, cakes, and more cakes (single layer cakes are preferred). 

• Thor Lauritzen is organizing the plant sale and will be 

looking for your plant donations. 

• Brook Priest needs servers for the hot dogs, root beer floats, and strawberry shortcake we serve. 

• Sheri Hennessey is recruiting arts and crafts vendors to attend the celebration. 

• Donations of gift baskets and other raffle items are also appreciated for a general raffle  

  during the day. 
 

You can help publicize the event by picking up posters at the museum to put up around town, and 

by inviting your own friends and family to attend. 

Yes, Uncle Sam does want YOU!  Our quarterly membership meeting is June 13th, and this will 
be a good time to pitch in, sign up and go over final details for the Old Fashion 4th of July event, 

as well as enjoy one of our great potlucks. 

 Message from the President— 
Uncle Sam says “4” is the lucky number! 

 

 

  

• Doris Mack, a founding member of the Westport-South Beach Historical Society recently passed away.  Please join us for her 

celebration of life, hosted by the Out-to-Lunch Bunch, on Saturday, June 2 from 3 to 5 p.m. at McCausland Hall. 

• Congratulations to Maranda Beerbower winner of Pool Party Raffle!  Thanks to Steve Isaacson of Windermere Realty for this 

wonderful donation and too all who helped sell tickets! 

• Thanks to the “Out-to-Lunch Bunch” and all the volunteers and donors who helped out with the Whale-of-a-Sale, which raised 

more than $2,000 for the Society! 

• Thanks to member/volunteer Jack Stewart for the generous donation of 

three new “OPEN” flags and other items for our operations! 

• Thanks to Alan Rammer for his donation of a 45-pound chunk of coal 
from the shipwreck of the Ferndale.  We plan to include an article in a fu-
ture issue of the FogHorn that illustrates how this disaster in 1892 helped 

substantiate the need for a lighthouse at the mouth of Grays Harbor.  

• Thanks to Randy “Will” Willard for redesigning the Destruction Island 

Lens brochures. 

• Thanks to Tim Anderson of Windermere Realty for his assistance in 

printing this issue of the FogHorn and Mike Coverdale for providing this service at a huge discount. 

• Thanks to American Sunset RV Park, Islander Resort & RV Park, and the Westport Inn & RV for offer-

ing campsites for our Workampers. 

Notes, Passings, and Thank Yous 

Randy Beerbower, Executive 
Director with donated coal. 
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By Rex Martin 
When I retired as the executive director of the Westport 

Maritime Museum, the “Out-to-Lunch Bunch” invited me to 
join their elite group--not their description of themselves, but 
definitively mine. The dictionary defines “elite” as "... the 
choice part, the cream, the best of a class, the socially superior 
part of a society, the group of persons who by virtue of position 

or education exercise much power or influence ." 

With the exception of one “young” lady in her 50s who 
joined us because her mother belongs to the group, I found my-
self, in my mid-60s, to be the youngest among these senior 

members of the Westport South Beach Historical Society. 

These are the ancient cedars of the forest; many of them 
are founding members of the Westport-South Beach Historical 
Society—past presidents, long-time residents of the area, and 

walking history books of the Who's Who of the South Beach. 

Needless to say, I was flattered, daunted, shy, and in awe 
of their august collective power and influence. These 14-or-so 
individuals, mostly octogenarians (with even a few in their 

90s), put me to shame with their enthusiasm, energy, and verve. 

The Out-to-Lunch Bunch meets once a month to break 
bread together somewhere within reasonable driving distance. 
The purpose of these luncheon get-togethers--or so they say--is 
to plan the annual Whale-of-a-Sale fundraising rummage event 

at McCausland Hall to benefit the museum. 

In years past, the event, exhausting and time consuming for 
elderly folks, was held every other year due to the fatigue fac-
tor. But some kind of Geritol has recently inspired these folks 

to get busy and hold the sale every April now. 

In fact, our monthly lunches are times of joke-telling, teas-
ing, story-telling, and enjoying each others' company. We re-
cently even traveled to a casino for a senior citizen discount 
lunch and spent a few bucks on the machines. It was surprising 
what these sweet old souls know about poker, Keno, and black-

jack! Apparently, one does not live on Social Security alone. 

The leader of this gang of “geezers” recently celebrated his 
80th birthday. We all gathered on the Sunday preceding the week 
of work camping up to the Whale-of-a-Sale held this past Satur-
day and Sunday in the Maritime Museum's McCausland Hall. His 
friend threw a birthday bash, if you can say oldsters party-hearty, 
and everyone toddled up to her home on a bluff overlooking the 
vast Pacific Ocean. There were plenty of wild libations: decaf 

coffee, 7-Up, and carbonated green tea. 

Everyone knocked themselves out with sandwiches, quiche, 
potato chips, and carrots (gotta have that fiber these days). After 
that, we all wolfed down an enormous birthday cake and several 

cartons of ice cream. Who says old people watch what they eat? 

The next day, Monday, we all gathered bright and early at 
the museum to begin the tedious process of gathering, sorting, 

organizing, and pricing items for the sale. 

After trying to keep up with the three gentlemen who drove 
off to haul furniture, appliances and endless boxes of donations, I 
was pooped by 3 p.m. Those other three senior citizens were still 

looking for something to do. Have decaf coffee, will travel! 

The “girls” as they refer to themselves, never stopped mov-
ing all day—sorting, washing, grouping objects, and endlessly 

fussing about arrangements. 

I was so tired the next morning, I had to take two Aleves just 
to be able to get up and start moving about the house before I 
went back to the museum at 10 a.m. All the rest of them were 

already there. Do these old folks not sleep? 

And what an assortment of astonishing, accomplished per-
sonages these people are! One of them is a retired engineer, an-
other a celebrated author. Another, nearing 90 years old, hikes 
with a mountaineering group several times a week, and another 
managed her psychiatrist husband's practice.  One couple ran a 
successful camera and film shop. The oldest in the group was a 

Eight is not enough when you're with the Out-to-Lunch Bunch 

Continued on page 5 Thor Lauritzen & Lavern Adkins preparing for the Whale-of-a-Sale. 

L to R standing: Thor Lauritzen, Irene Raynor, Jean Tweedie, Lindy Tisdale, 
Vern Coverdale & Rex Martin.  Front: Dorothy Adkins & Peggy Coverdale. 



would like to help update our booth presentation 
materials or volunteer to work at an event, please 
contact Randy at the museum office.  We will be 
at the Fleur de Lis Festival held at the Westport 

Winery on June 9th from noon to 5 p.m. 

 Historical Society represented at the Annual Shorebird Festival 
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successful restaurateur and still contributes her expertise on 
soups and cookies.  Still another, just out of a nursing home as 
a result of a broken hip, is anxious to join us to help fuss with 
the pricing debate—"I say it's worth 25 cents." "Are you kid-

ding? That's worth a dollar, if anything!" 

One of the “girls,” a trained expert on museum curator-
ship, takes charge of the record-keeping and fine details of 
accountability for the sale. Her husband, a retired business-
man, takes time out from riding his Harleys and Indians to 
repair any donated items that need attention before being sold.  
Several members of the group are Master Gardeners, raising 
plants for the Society's upcoming “Old Fashioned 4th of July” 

fundraising sale. 

All of them can tell you stories of who did what, when, 
and where over the past forty, fifty, or sixty years in Westport. 

One gal was born and raised here, some ninety years ago. 

So, the week goes on. Eight days of bumping into each 
other, doughnuts and decaf, heated conversations about place-
ment of tea cups, table arrangements and pricing. As the 
weekend approaches, McCausland Hall looks like a collecti-
bles shop that has existed there for years. The art work is hung 

on the south wall, the dishware below it. 

All the silent auction items, ranging from antique lamps, 
an airline pilot's earphones, a very fine black cowboy hat, and 
a real Chinese porcelain tea service to a 1930's era mirrored 
vanity, and two enormous, gaudy Grecian lamps are lined up 

ready for sale. 

I limp home, nursing sore muscles and bruises from that 
darn heavy washing machine and climbing in and out of the 
back of one of the old guys massive pickup trucks.  He, on the 
other hand, is still tossing tables around and looking for an-

other challenge. 

Eight is not enough…   Continued from page 4 Sheesh! Doesn't he need a nap, already? 

As Sunday evening rolls around, and the museum is several 
thousand dollars richer, I think I am the real winner here. I am the 
rich one. My life has been blessed and enhanced by knowing this 
elite group: the choice ones, the cream, and the best of the class. I 

feel honored and inducted into an ancient kind of tradition. 

It has been my great pleasure to hang out with the kindest, 
most accepting, hard-working, tireless, and dedicated group of old-

sters that ever pushed a walker down the street. 

They have run circles around me for eight days, and it turns 
out that eight is not enough! I want to hang out with them, learn 
from them, listen to their wisdom, and soak in their mellow view of 

life. 

But, wait! The leader says we have to come back Monday 
morning to clean up. What? He says he will bring the doughnuts 

and the decaf coffee.   

Sheesh!  

 

The Annual Grays Harbor Shorebird 
Festival was held May 4—May 6 at Ho-
quiam High School.  Historical Society vol-
unteers set up a booth to promote our treas-
ures, including the Maritime Museum, De-
struction Island Lens, and Grays Harbor 

Lighthouse.  

The Shorebird Festival attracts visitors 
from all over Washington and the Pacific 
Northwest and includes classroom sessions 
and a vendor expo at Hoquiam High School, 
and field trips to the Grays Harbor National 
Wildlife Refuge, Westport, Tokeland, and 

Ocosta.   

The society is often invited to present a 
booth at various community events.  If you Jan Lough, WSBHS Vice President. 
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By Bobbi Willard, Operations Manager 

    New Watchstanders are busy working at both the museum and the lighthouse.  Museum 
Watchstanders are: Lynell & Newt Dorrett and Betty & Joe Brown. New Lighthouse 
Watchstanders are: Ida Cotter, Jeff & Marianne Pence, Brook & Jarl Priest, and Auburn 
Thai. 

    Barb & Bob Dennis joined us on May 30th to take over Watchstanding duties at the 
lighthouse.  Carol & Jim Rothka arrive on Saturday, June 2nd and both couples will be 
with us for the month of June. 

    We are so happy to have the new Watchstanders with us and if you get a chance, come 
the museum and lighthouse to welcome our new additions and say “hi.”  Also, we are still in need of volunteers 
to work two- to three-hour shifts at either the museum or lighthouse to help with other tasks related to the 
smooth operation of our attractions.  Please call Bobbi at the museum for fur-
ther details.   

 

Volunteer Breakfast 
Be sure to mark the second Tuesday of every month on your calendars for 

the Volunteer Breakfast. This is a great opportunity to get to know all the won-
derful folks that make our organization a success.  Breakfast starts promptly at 
9:00 a.m. and ends by 10:30 a.m.  Good food and great company!  Who can 
ask for more?  Hope to see you there.  The Dorretts             The Browns 

 

 


