Our new year has finally launched with our first board meeting, first
FogHorn edition, and our first quarterly membership meeting and pot-
luck coming up on Wednesday, March 14™ at 6:00 p.m.

The program year 2012 will be a year of consolidation, future strategic
planning, and mending of nets and sails, even as others in our dire
economy and those harbingers of 2012 doom predict otherwise. Time
marches on, and so does the mission and many activities of the West-
port-South Beach Historical Society (WSBHS), to preserve and inter-
pret our rich local history. Time is on our side.

| personally like to ask local residents how they ended up living in Westport, Grayland,
Tokeland, Ocosta or hither parts of Grays Harbor County, what with all the Gray we get
here. So, I'll share some of my history here. | now teach at the Ocosta Elementary
School, a school | attended in the third and fourth grades back in 1962-1964. | grew my
roots in the sand dunes during the 1960s heydays of fishing and camping on the coast.
Our family owned and operated the “Y” Court resort, formerly at the intersection of State
Route 105 and Forrest Avenue: grocery, ice house, gas station, five cabins and a family
home set in the middle of a triangle of busy highway across the street from Twin Harbor
State Park. Summer business boomed in those days. Even so, in the quiet winters when
the resort shut down, mom worked at Ocean Spray cranberry processing and dad
shucked oysters for Pacific Oysters. My summer jobs included cleaning cabins, stocking
the store, making ice cream cones and shakes, chipping ice for ten cents a bag, selling
The Oregonian newspaper in the park for three cents profit per copy, and cleaning a limit
of 20 clams for twenty-five cents. On top of that, you could always gather beer and pop
bottles to return for three cents each. On days off, friends and | would run the dune crest
trail for miles north and south of the state park, or bike to the docks to

Your donations to sell in the WHALE OF A SALE will be most wel-
come. You can bring items to the Museum to donate for the sale
ANYTIME between now and then. Larger items can be dropped at
McCausland Hall from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., April 16 through April 20.
Also, we really need you to bring baked goods for the sale. Please
bring these on Friday, April 20 or the morning of Saturday, April 21.

This year we are featuring several high-end items that will be sold
in a silent auction. We will also have the usual favorite items for
household use and collector's interests. The sale runs from 9 a.m.
till 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. Mark your calendar. We look for-
ward to your support.

The beautiful lamp to the right, donated by Doris Mack a founding
member of our Society, is an example of one of the silent auction items that can be bid on.
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It has been said that a picture is worth a thousand words... | have photo
chronicled volunteers, events and activities of the Westport-South Beach
Historical Society since becoming your executive director in November of
2010. We arguably have the best volunteers in the world associated with

our Society. Thank you for the wonderful year—I hope that you enjoy
these photos!




Introduction to the Volunteer Survey:

The Westport-South Beach Historical Society depends upon a strong community of volunteers. Our vol-
unteers are valued contributors who help with a wide variety of tasks and provide skills which are vital to
the operation of our Museum and Lighthouse. The purpose of this survey is to expand our base of volun-
teers in 2012.

If you are currently a volunteer or would like to become a volunteer, please complete this survey by Fri-
day, March 9 ™. Our Operations Manager, Bobbi Willard, and her team will follow up with you after the
survey has been completed.

Note: we have two dates set aside for orientation sessions at McCausland Hall for current and new volun-
teers. One will occur Wednesday, March 14™, from 4:00pm — 6:00pm (prior to our quarterly pot-luck din-
ner). The same orientation will be repeated at McCausland Hall on Wednesday, April 18", from 10:00am
—12:00pm.

Thank you for your participation.

1. Areyou interested in volunteering for the Westport-South Beach Historical Society?

_____ Lighthouse __ Museum Both Neither

2. Do you prefer greeting visitors and working with the public Yes No, working be-
hind the scenes Yes No or Other

3. Please indicate your time availability for volunteer work (check any that apply) _ half day
perweek  fullday per week  special events __ other

4.  Are you available for a volunteer orientation on either of the following dates and times:
Wednesday, March 14™ from 4:00pm — 6:00pm Wednesday, April 18" from
10:00am — 12:00pm

5. Name

6. Email Address

7. Phone Number

8. Mailing Address

9. Comments
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JANUARY: Museum open Fri. - Mon. 12 - 4; Vol. Breakfast—3" 9am @ McHall; Board Mtg.—lOth 6pm
@ McHall; Museum & LH Work Party—TBD (Before Feb. 1 opening)

FEBRUARY: LH & Museum open Fri. - Mon. 12 - 4; Vol. Breakfast—7"™ 9am @ McHall; Board Mtg.—
21% 6pm @ McHall; FogHorn articles due—16"

MARCH: LH & Museum open Fri. - Mon. 12 - 4; FogHorn published—1%; Vol. Breakfast—6" 9am @
McHall; Fire Side Chat—TBA; Board Mtg.—13", 6pm @ McHall; Quarterly Membership Mtg. Potluck—
14" 6pm @ McHall

APRIL: Spring/Summer Hours — 1% LH & Museum open DAILY, 10 - 4; Vol. Breakfast—3" 9am @
McHall; Board Mtg.—10™ 6pm @ McHall; Whale-of-a-Sale—21% & 22" @ McHall (building not available
between 16™ & 23™)

MAY: LH & Museum open DAILY, 10 - 4; FogHorn articles due—16"; Vol. Breakfast—1* 9am @
McHall; Board Mtg.—8™ 6pm @ McHall

JUNE: LH & Museum open DAILY, 10 - 4; FogHorn published—1%; Vol. Breakfast— 5" 9am @ McHall;
Board Mtg.—12" 6pm @ McHall; Quarterly Membership Mtg. Potluck—13" 6pm @ McHall; Rusty Scup-
pethirate Daze— 22" — 24" held @ Museum Grounds; Anniversary of 1* Lighting of the GH LH in June
30" 1898

JULY: LH & Museum open DAILY, 10 - 4; Vol. Breakfast—3"™ 9am @ McHall; Ole Fashioned 4" 11 -
6pm @ Museum Grounds; Board Mtg.—10™ 6pm @ McHall

AUGUST: LH & Museum open DAILY, 10 - 4; Vol. Breakfast—7"™ 9am @ McHall; Board Mtg.—14" 6pm
@ McHall; Run 4 the Light—llth Reg.: 8:30am Race: 10am @ Museum Grounds; International LH
Weekend-- 17" 5pm - August 19" 5pm — broadcast from the LH Grounds; Westport Art Festival—18"
10am - 6pm & 19" 10am - 4pm @ Museum Grounds

SEPTEMBER: LH & Museum open DAILY, 10 - 4; FogHorn articles due—16™; Vol. Breakfast—4™ 9am
@ McHall; Annual Seafood Festival — 1% & 2™ 11am - 6pm @ Museum Grounds; Board Mtg.—11™ 6pm
@ McHall

OCTOBER: October 1* Fall/Winter Hours Begin -- LH & Museum open Fri. - Mon. 12 - 4; FogHorn pub-
lished—1%"; Vol. Breakfast—2"! 9am @ McHall; Board Mtg.—9" 6pm @ McHall; Annual Membership
Mtg. Potluck—10™ 6pm @ McHall; Haunted Lighthouse-- 31% 4-6pm @ GH LH

NOVEMBER: LH & Museum open Fri. - Mon. 12 - 4; FogHorn articles due—16"; Vol. Breakfast—6"
6am @ McHall; Board Mtg.—13" 6pm @ McHall

DECEMBER: LH open Sat. & Sun. 12 - 4; Museum Open Fri. - Mon. 12 - 4; FogHorn published—1%;
South Beach Community Christmas--1% @ Museum Grounds & Marina District; Santa By The Sea —1*
10am - 1pm @ McHall & DIL Exhibit Hall; Vol. Breakfast— 4™ 9am @ McHall; Board Mtg.—11" 6pm @
McHall; Quarterly Membership Mtg. Potluck, 12" 6pm @ McHall; Museum Closed-- December 25™ - 26™
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Again this year, South Beach resident, Steven Isaacson, has offered the use of a heated pool and will provide all food
and beverages for a private Pool Party. All you need to do is grab your suit and about 20 of your closest friends.

Do you have a major event coming up? Are you planning a family reunion, anniversary, birthday, graduation or just a
neighborhood gathering? How easy could this be? The lucky winners will get to set the date with the pool's owner. The
drawing will be held at our May Board meeting. You need not be present at the drawing.

Tickets are $10.00 each and only 300 will be sold...not bad odds! This is an easy party for the winner and a way to give
our volunteers a chance to participate without spending the whole day away from home. If each volunteer would sell 3
or 4 tickets, our goal will be met. Put your thinking cap on and give us a call, or we will contact you shortly. Any ques-
tions...call the museum at 268-0078.
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To me, | think membership in WSBHS means more than

buy salt water taffy and kites with our meager earnings. Life
was grand.

It was these reveries that beckoned me to return to West-
port in anticipation of eventual retirement. Alas, Westport
and the South Beach areas have changed. Sands have
shifted. Shops have come and gone. Fishing is not what it
used to be. Yet, history remains a constant anchor. So itis
that | have devoted many hours to volunteering with the
historical society, contributing my skills in non-profit man-
agement and legal guidance, as well as giving many, many
tours up the lighthouse, baking cakes for the Ole Fashion
Fourth of July cake walk, hauling quality second hands for
the Whale of a Sale, Cooking for the Valentine’s Day dinner
and volunteer dinners, and other small tasks for the good of
the society.

OA),

dues and delicious potlucks. The opportunities to revive
history and revitalize our artifacts and treasures, put each
of us in touch with our own reason for living here.
Whether you be a retired new comer, or 4™ generation
fishing or farming family, we are connected to our history,
our access to natural beauty, our slip-sliding economy,
and our wash-away beaches each in a unique way.
WSBHS is a place and a mission that helps hold us to-
gether as a community. Our program for the March 14"
membership meeting will further explore how the society
operates via its working committees, and how members
can volunteer their time to become part of the living his-
tory we represent. | hope to see all of you there!

Sam Elwonger, President WSBHS
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We have an immediate need for Watchstanders at the Museum, DIL Exhibit Hall, and

the Lighthouse. If you or someone you know has a few hours to spare during the week, we could really
use the help. The rewards of meeting visitors to our area and providing a historical education experience
are great. (Note: new procedures for Watchstanders have been developed and training will be provided.)

If you have called the museum recently, chances are you have spoken to one of
our new Office Support Staff volunteers. Leslee Lindstrom, Pam McGill, Kathy Townsend, and Bobbi
Willard are working in the office to answer phones, process incoming and outgoing mail, and providing
general clerical support for the daily operation of the organization. Whenever possible, the support staff
will also provide backup to the museum and lens building Watchstanders. We hope to have an Office
Support person scheduled each day, Monday through Friday. If you have a love of all things “office”,
please call. We'd love for you to join us!

Volunteer committees are also being formed to support the various areas

needed to successfully run the organization. If you have a talent, interest, curiosity, thirst for knowledge,
or the desire to volunteer, we can use your contribution of time and effort on many different committees.
Why volunteer? Because without your much appreciated time and effort, we cannot move forward to keep
the doors open at the Museum and the Lighthouse. It is as simple as that. This Society has been suc-
cessful since 1985 because generous contributors, like YOU, have given of themselves for the betterment
of our community through service with our Society. Can we count on you?

Board Position 2 is now vacant since Sam Elwonger was elected president.




